Abstract
Introduction
Fetal anomalies and monstrosities in cattle lead to economic losses as a result of dystocia and greater calf mortality. Congenital duplication is rarely observed, ranging from partial duplication of one part of the body to almost total formation of two fused fetuses. Duplication of the cranial parts is more common than that of the caudal parts (Noakes et al., 2001) . Dicephalus is a state of congenital duplication which involves the head with or without the involvement of the neck (Sinowatz, 2010) . The condition represents a case of absolute fetal oversize and almost always leads to dystocia due to fetomaternal disproportion.
The condition is complicated further, in some cases, by additional anomalies such as arthrogryposis and defects of the spine. Arthrogryposis is a rare congenital musculoskeletal anomaly and is seen in all breeds of cattle, with greater incidence in Angus and Charolais breeds (Goonewardene and Berg, 1976; Windsor et al., 2011) . The affected calves exhibit joints fixed in abnormal positions and frequently have scoliosis and kyphosis (Shupe et al., 1967; Keeler, 1974) . Arthrogryposis is caused by an autosomal recessive gene with complete penetrance in the homozygous state (Goonewardene and Berg, 1976 The present clinical article describes a rare case of dystocia in a crossbred cow due to dicephalus monster with arthrogryposis and kyphosis.
Case Presentation
A 5-year old pluriparous crossbred cow weighing about 300 kg was presented to outpatient department of 
Discussion
Fetomaternal disproportion is the commonest cause of dystocia in cattle. The disproportion can be relative fetal oversize (narrow birth canal) or due to absolute fetal oversize (Noakes et al., 2001) . The monster fetus reported in this paper had two heads (dicephalus) and represented a case of absolute fetal oversize.
